
Folder A – Learning the vocabulary

Instructions:

1. Grab a Soup Word Search and read the words written at the 
bottom;

2. Search for the words and mark them with a circle;

3. Words are placed either vertical, horizontal or diagonal.

Post-activity information:

You will need:
• Soup Word Search pages provided
• Pencil provided
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Folder B – Shell identification

You will need:
• Bivalve shells provided

Instructions:

1. Individually or in a group, choose a shell;

2. With the help of your teacher, try to identify the different 
external and internal features of the shell;

3. Check the answers with your teacher consulting the post-
activity information.
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Folder B – Shell identification

You will need:
• Bivalve’s shells provided
• Identification key provided

Instructions:

1. Individually or in a group, choose a shell to identify the bivalve 
species;

2. With the help of your teacher, follow the identification key 
steps;

3. Find out what species your favourite shell belongs to and 
repeat for the others shells;

4. Check the answers with your teacher consulting the post-
activity information.
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Folder C – Tissue examination

You will need:
• Alive or preserved cockles

Instructions:

1. With the help of your teacher open one cockle

2. Observe and identify the different tissues of cockles;

3. Check the answers with your teacher consulting the post-
activity information.
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Folder C – Tissue examination

You will need:
• “What the Shell is Histology” mini-guide
• Slides provided
• Microscope

Instructions:

1. Learn about histology with the “What the Shell is Histology” 
mini-guide;

2. With the help of your teacher pick one slide and put it under 
the microscope; 

3. Observe and identify the different tissues of cockles;

4. Check the answers with your teacher consulting the post-
activity information.

Folder C – Post-activity information

o Slide A 

Foot Intestine Male gonad

Folder C – Post-activity information

o Slide B 

Gills Digestive duct Female gonad

Folder C – Post-activity information

o Slide C 

Kidney Heart Mantle
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Folder D – Bivalves habitat identification

You will need:
• Ecosystem photo provided
• Stickers provided

Instructions:

1. Learn more about other bivalve species with the Activity 
background information;

2. Take a sheet with the photo of a coastal habitat and the 
bivalve stickers;

3. Remove a sticker and place it in the area where the respective 
bivalve lives.
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Folder E – Ecosystem services

Instructions:

1. Choose a colouring page;

2. Have fun colouring with your favourite colours.

You will need:
• Colouring pages provided
• Colouring pencils provided
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Folder E – Ecosystem services

Instructions:

1. Individually or in a group, choose a drawing;

2. Try to associate each drawing to one of the following 
ecosystem services:
o Water filtration
o Perturbation and alteration of sediment properties
o Pathogen and toxin removal
o Carbon sequestration in shell
o Spiritual and symbolic
o Biogeochemical cycling
o Shell by-products
o Habitat creation and biodiversity support
o Physical and experiential
o Erosion protection
o Intellectual and representative
o Shellfish meat

3. Check the answers with your teacher consulting the post-
activity information.

You will need:
• Drawings provided
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Folder F – Test your knowledge

You will need:
• COCKLES matching game provided

Instructions:

1. Shuffle the cards upside down and spread in rows;

2. Turn two cards and see if they match;

3. Keep them if they match or turn back over;

4. Alternate turns and repeat until matching all cards;

5. The game ends when all matching cards have been found.
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Folder F – Test your knowledge

You will need:
• Card game provided
• Letters provided

Instructions:

1. The teacher draws a card and reads the question;

2. Every correct answer earns you a letter of your choice;

3. The game ends when one team/player completes the word 
COCKLES.

C O C K L E S
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You will need:
• Popsicle sticks
• White glue
• Paints and brushes
• Cockle shells

Folder G – Create your bookmark

Instructions:
1. Colour your popsicle stick 
with paints and brushes;

2. Glue the shells to the 
end of the stick;

3. Let it dry and enjoy your bookmark.
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Important note:
Imagination has no limits! You can also use the cockle shells 
provided to create any piece of art that you wish.




